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Cover ond inteorior bzlloons by Don Simpson, I asked Don Fitch if he'd print up
enough copies of the cover for my N'APAzine; he ren off 145 of theml; wvhich
is vhy it'!'s appecring as a beck cover, too. Thanks, both Dons!

Sclemander Press /29, PACIFICOI II in 1964!
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An unhecrd-of event is tcking plece before your very cyes! TFor the first time
in history, on Officizl Editor of I'APA is running for re-clection., Yes, friends,
I om running for OF cgain for the year 1964, and I'd like your votes.

I'm running on my record, cnd I think it's o pretty good record, Uhen I took
office last Decamber, thc roster was barely over 3/ full, and telk of "let's dis-
bend N'APAM™ filled the zir. Nobody's velking seriously cbout disbonding N'APA now,
and just tcke o« look ¢t our roster! To cncourcge membership, I was able to reduce
our duecs by 50% for this year, resulting in o soving to o1l without imporing N'APA
in any way. (And I see no recson vhy this reduction cannot be continued through
1964.) I heve stecdily worked for the benefit of N'APA by helping cur members,
cnd by recruiting new members whenever possible. VWhen I took office, I promised
to sct an excmple of performance by having cn issue of my 1I'APAzine in every ncil-
ing. I den't have to tell you that that promise has been kept!

Treditionclly, the OE's job hos been tie kiss of death., Of our past
4 OLs, 2 goficted immediately ot the close of their terms of office, and PELZ
little more than minac has come from the others ever since. I'd like to -$3§FTF‘
prove thot the OD's job doesn't have o hex on it, by continuing to serve
you for cnother yeer as I hove served you for this current year. I will
appreciate your votes very rmch, Thank you.

If it's not out of place, I'd like to solicit your votes for aonother of-
fice, toc. The elections for the IFFF Directorate ore upon us, and I am o condi-
date for one of those five posts. I cm not rumning on zany record here, but I hope
ny platform is acceptable to you.

Besicolly, I will try to corry on the work started by Al Lewis and the other
" iberal™ Directors of this pest year. I believe that their work has helped the
IITT to rise from its position as ar insular group to become an important organi-
zation in general fandom. Iow that Al and some others are not able to carry oa ac
Directors for another year, I would like to try to fill their shoes, and go on with
vhat they began. T am opposed to feuding, and I vill try to bring the current feud
in the ITTT to an end. I will give the different Bureaus all the help I can, and
try to improve their efficiency vherever possible. I will always be open to sugges-
tions as to how the NIFT' and enything connected with it can be improved. I will, if
elected, represent i'APA on the Dircctorate, Ior these reasons, and for whatever
else 1 can do to help the IITT, I would like ycur vote for nyself as NFFF Director.
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A cneke in the gre.'ss--
Virgil, Ecl. iii, 93.

KHAL-M'T'RAXGEI, Honored Courier Number Scven of the Imperizl Council of Rhombus
IV, glided coouclly up to the viewscreen cnd pressed his damp, sealy snout to the
oque~tinted hypergless, With stroining red oyes he observed the greenlsh pear-shoped
world, opinning lozily and contentedly in the void. A grond gight, to be sure; but
if youtlve seen one, you'lve geen—— Xhol yowned o repulsive reptilizn yowm ond twisted
around to face the pilot, GuoikteNmg,

"So this is the next atop", he said blandly.,

FYup®, Guoikt rcplicd cwkwerdly os he fficked with hig amber nock o plostic pro-
tuberance on the control panel. "Another routine job, ¥

Mhat do I do?®

"Scme ca alwoys. When we hit the ctmogphare, you 'chute to the surface, tosso
the package to the loccl natives, and signel me for a pickup. If you don't signcl
in on hour, I presume you're dead and toke off without you, That's cll.®

Mihot's in 1t this time?" Ihol sercped hig:left front incisor acroass the vhite
leather paocket, He winced,

"Grect Spoce! Another onel!" he muttered, wropping a tongue cround the decayed
enomel, ™'ll have to hit the Dentol Word when we check in ot home next century,®

"0nly a few trinketz", Ouoikt angwered, "To mcke the natives hoppy. If there
are any, thot ig,

"Noatives? Oh, there're bound to be o handful, at least. I know it's a young
plenet ond 211 thet, but there zre clwrys gome. ™

"Hmmm, ®*  Guolkt left the panel and slithered into his relaowo-mnssage tube, He
then slipped the controls onto auto-beom by nodding his hecod.

"hat kind of trinkets, Guoikt?® XKhcol wondered,
"The umcl?-ihnnortality teblets, omniscionce beonks, levitstion

rings—ond o fow others I forget," PeLz
FOR
"Anything important?" Xhal persisted, coiling himself around o TAFF/
silver energy wire.
"hbpe. 0
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Scve the singing engines, 21l wes quiet, pecaceful,

Mhat's the purpese of it cll, CGuoikt?"

"hot soy 24

"I mecon, why does the Council send us agents gll over the macrocoom, passing
out these packs of cssorted trifles to overy intclligent race we bump into? TYou'd
trink they could have us do gsomething a bit more profitoblo—"

Guoikt rolled over in ?'is‘ tube,

"Don't knock the sinecure, Kholl!™ he warned., "Remember the fifty
ril'ion knhofheonj o year! Dan't knock iti" :

"T'm not! I'm no®l% his friend scid impatiently. WIf the bigwigs
back in the Byuion Goloxy want to be cdiruictic, leot 'em! But I don't
cee whet good it does giving away little bitg of no‘t.h:mgn If you acgk
me, we ougnta colcnizel®

"Ridiculous! Welve got two minutes,?
"Il jump now—con't gtond o long weiv.
Wkoy. " CGuoikt clid from the noarrow yeollow cylinder and set the rclease lever,

"I'm ready, Gueoikt.® Thal hed clrecdy wriggled into hig tight black !chuting
epperatus, Nervous spaams chook his serpentine frome.

“Then gol®

And he went. Mimutes later he lay dozed, ten yards from the brink of 2 mammoth
choom in the earth. Spread beside him in the grass was the huge black cshroud which
hed brought him safcly to the ground., And deep in his cavernous red mouth loy con-
cecled the ivory-colored packet of trinkebs,

e3¢

She could hezr him entering the cave, drogging his massive club behind him,
Seconds later she sow him at the archway. He tramped into the main cavern, dropped
his weapon near the gronite wall, and hecded for the woter gourd. His hands and
forearms wern blood-gmeared, ’

"Where you been, Adam?" she acked, plucking at a mouldy green fruit,

0ut on the plain®, he cxpleined between gulps of tepid water, 'Been hunting, "

uc™- 20

"ot much. An old here. Ib neat on him, Tell you vhat did heppen, though, ®
He begen to ringe the clotting red fluid from his honds. "I ran into that Demned
Sncke cgoin,

"The one that—"

Wezh, the socme, Bached his skull in, Dvo, Xicked him into the ravine,"

"Good for you. Serves him right,# Ive cuiled, as frult julce trickled down
her chin,

SN TN
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Enthusiasm, O Lishonesty?

Science fiction fans cre of nocessity readers, so I'm surc you're cll fonilier
with that phenomenon known 2o the cover blurb, Uhether on o dust jocket flop or
the back cover of a paporbeck, the blurb gives o brief account of the book in glow-
ing terms, Since their obvious purposec ig to sell the book, we tcke their phroses
with ¢ grain of selt, scerching through the wordage to get an idez of whot the book
is really like before putting down our moncy for it., But though we don't expect

- the blurb to be literclly true, we do expect it to be basicelly honest,
If the blurb says, "This book is destined to be 2 modern classicl™;
vell, that's acceptable literary license. But if the blurb scys,
"This book hag: won the lobel Prize for Literature!", then the book
had better have won this cwerd, or the blurb is o dishonest onc ond
o flzt lie,

Sf poperbacks hove usuclly been basicclly honest in their claims,

in the past. But now o new company, Belment Books, has entered the sf
publiching line, and their blurbs ore z nixture of strotched literary
licensc end fleot lies. I want to quotc some exarmples to warn you,

Rare Science Fiction, edited by Ivon Howard (50€), has blurbs rocding, "Prizo-
winning storics by mosters of the weird and fontastic -, and "RARE SCIENCE FICTICIH
contoing eight prize-winning storics which have never been published in book form
before, ™ Leaving cside the question of how rarc these stories: arc, vwhat prizes hove
oany of them won? And cne of the storics, "Let's Have Fun", by L. Sprague de- Camp,
vwes recently published in his Doubledcy collection, A Cun for Dinogaur, making the
_ Mever boen publiched in book form" stotement o definite untruth,

6 znd the Silent Screom, also cdited by Ivon Howard (5C£), is blurbed, "Six
prize-winning science~fiction novelettes that hove never before been published in
cny book!" Of these six stories, Vulcen's Hammer, by Philip Dick, was printed in
on expended version og holf of an Ace Double-liovel (D-457) three yeors ago. MAsk
a Foollish Question", by Robert Sheckley, is in his collection, Citizen in Space,
vhich has gone through one hardback =nd two peperback printings since Ballantine
igsued it in 1955, Agein the question, Mat prizes hove these novelettes won?h
And there is a cover quote from SCIENCE FICTION (WARTERLY thot can hordly apoly
directly to this book, since SFQ folded in 1958.

The blurb to The lachine in Word Elcoven, by Charles
Willeford (40¢), reods: "For some time now, Charles Willeford's
writing hes been emencting fron the deep South 1like o gerics
of clectric shocks, llilliong of rocders cround the world de-
light over sach new item, whether a fecture in Ployboy or onc
of his rare novels. He is ranked cs an cuthor of distinction
in the Burnett-Foley Begt Short Stories of 1962. For his
fens, and for readers with the enviacble thrill of discovering
Willeford still cheod of them, the publishers commissioned
THE UACHINE IN WARD ELIVEN as a peperbeck origincl. The momuscript - cven before
it wont to press - had begun to score the wits out of recders, and is <licady being
talkod cbout os Willeford's best," In addition to this, thereo is a front-cover
quote from SCIENCE FICTION QUARTELY: "The weirdest tole that has been published
in Americz since Edger Allan Poo™,

I don't know vhether there ore any definite untruths in this bBlurdb or not,
but thore are severzl blatently misleading statements, Tor the first thing, overy-
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thing cbout this blurb is worded to mcke you think that this book is z novel, It's
not; it's a collection of six short stories, three of which cre reprints from such
places as PLAYBOY ond ALFRED HITCHCOCK'S IMYSTERY HAGAZIIE, The gollection titled
The licchine in Uord Eleven moy have been commissioned cs o paperback original, but
the chort story in herc of that title originelly cppecred in PLAYBOY, copyright
1961, The entire tone of the blurb is slonted to give the impression thot this is

o science fiction or weird-horror book; and it's cdvertised in Belmont's other sf
collections, Actuclly, the stories in this collection cre oll mysteries. or mundanc-
psychological types. Finally, the quote from SCILIICE FICTIOIN QUARTERLY is par-
ticularly incppropriate., Aside from the fact that there is nothing in this book
that is weird, or in the least like anything of Poe's thet I've cover read, this
quotec is dishonestly cpnlied here. By common convention, & favoreble review ¢ ‘hed
on 2 book cover is tcken from o review of the book itself,

The stotoment from SCIENCE FICTION QWARTERLY connot have \ / :

beein made in reference to The ilochine in lerd Elcven, if AN .“\\\\

STFQ folded in 1953, ond this book only cpneored this year., = ji}}:) /ijZ?z: \
~ ez

lovelets of Science Iicticn ogein edited by the ubig-
uitous lr., Howerd (50£€), is procicimed to be "TUE BOOK OF
THE YEAR", The blurb states, "Here cre 8 modern nestors of
science ficticr ....and their superlative storics., lot o
single one has cover gpnecred in peaperback form before: At 50€ this is one of the
year's bonanzas for every reocder of scicnce fiction.™ This just states that the
stories haven't appeared in peperbock before; cven so, that's o lie, '"estonent
of Andros", by James Blish, weos:in his-Ballantine collection of two yeors eopgo, So
Close to Home (465K), vhich is only availeoble in o poperbeck edition. "The Pos~
sessed", by Arthur C., Clarke, wes included in-his Ballontine collection, Reach
for Tomorrow (135), which come out simltoncously in hardbound and peperbound cdi-
tiong in 1956,

Vhy is Belmoant usizg these extrame and incccurate lurbs? [ don't lmnow. There's
no hondieop of bad stories to overcome; disregording the Willefurd collection, I con-
joyed all the books mentionecd here quite thoroughly. ihile I wouldn't put cny of the
stories in the "llugo" class, they're 211 well-uritten scicnce fiction, by well-lznown
sf authors., According to the credits given, they 2ll scen tc have been copyripghted
sometine in the 1950's by Columbiz Publicctions, Inc. (the publisher of SCIZIICE
FICTICI QUARTIRLY, by = strange coincidence). .But cven with a limited source, thesc
colleetions are as good as collections from publishers who don't feel impciled to
ncke outrageous and inaccurate cleims. in their advertising,

This articlc isn't neant to warn you awey from Belmont Books, because mony of
them are worth their prices. I an just werning you to be extra alert when reading
the clains in their blurbs, You mey find that meny of these ™ever before published
in book form" stories are old friends, after o1l. Hopefully, Belmont will soon out-
grow this penchent for inaccurcately overstoted blurbs. But until Belmont does, the
dictun of "eaveat cmptor® should be perticularly epplied to its wores. '

§ 8585888855889 088888883885 3858588885535855856°

BAD IWS for Seth Johnson end other Jules de Grandin fans: scuttlebutt at the
DisCon had it that the proposed .rkham House collection of Seabury Quinn's de Grandin
stories has been postponed indefinitely. It seems (according to 3rd and 4th~hand ru-
mors) that August Derleth insists that Quinn do some heavy revising of the stories to
make them tie together better and tec improve them literarily, while Quinn feels that
they are literary gems as they are, and refuses to change a word. A pity; I was
looking forward to this collection. But while I suppose the stories couid be impro~
ved (almost anything can stand some improvement, after all), I've always liked then
for what they were, not for what they could be, Iaybe we'll be lucky, and lir. Derleth
will reconsider the matter and publish the coliection as it is.

Vhile we're waiting, may I recommend Yho I'ears the Devil, by lanly Wade Wellman
(Arkham House, 1963, ©4.00), the collection of the excellent John, the llinstrel,
stories from F&SF? 1It's well worth the money. Jacket by Lee Brown Coye.




423 Summit Avenue

harry warner, jr ‘feswstom luyle

Decr Fred:

lbst of my letters stort out with cpologies for the dim ribbon, the long delcy
before answering or commenting, or the lack of cleep thet is moking my remarks in-
coherent, None of these nlarming conditions exists at present. Uhat do I do now?

Viell, the polite thing would be te thank you for the new Foofuzrow and the o=
companying official N'APA orgena. I recd the article on Unicorn Productions and
the proposed script for a production on the very evening that I finally finiched
the tad: of reviewing and note-toking on all the little reels of £ilm thot I've
token with my trusty little Bell & Howell., (low that I'm finished this job, <11 I
need to do is lecote somewherc the time to cut a1l of them into little stripsion
the basis of these notes. and throw away the inferior portions and put together the
rest into coherent form,)

I think I can explain the real recson for Unicorn's sickness: 16 mm, The whole
history of fonzines olmost aborted ot the start because the first fans got the idec
thet their publications must hove the prestige qualities and snob-gppecl provided by
letterpress, After oll the printed fanzines collopsed, fons reclized that nimeo—
grephed ond hectographed publicotions are just as satisfoctory in every woy, except
the pointless aura of respectability thot the printing press imparts to the written
word, and fanzines become fincneiolly practicel. Itfs just the same woy with ame~
teur movies: 16 mm ic to 8 mm s the printing press is to the mimeogreph, the thing
that must be sacrificed ot some loss in prestige before omcteur movie-moking becomes:
a congistently possible thing, The customary argument that 16 mm holds up better
vhen blown up on large screens is not gppliccble in most fannish situations, There
is one worldcon cnd two or three conferences cnmuclly large enough to benefit from
the sharpness that 16 nm imports to an image large enough for z reclly big oudience.
All othor showings of fannish productions are intended for groups small enough to
cluster around & amcllish screen on vhich the 8 mm film is projected to o size con-
sistent with its potentialities, Sound is no longer an crgument for 16 mm; if you
must have lip-synch sound, and I don't think that this is necessary for fannigh
productions, there are o couple of ways of getting it, and roughly synchronized
cound ig praciicel wli. even the chocpest 8 mm equipment.

\ Anyvey, I think thet the Moxom geript would
E [j@ FoR Ei F A E [‘;J mcke on anusing fon movie with some discreet cute
o o Lio Y QUDO L0 ting and elimination of many of the subtitles.

If you continue to publish at the rate you maintained in your second yezr of
fenning, you should breck cll existing recorés: for fonzine production. ££And now
that I'm out of school...3+ I've always wondered who holds the lecding places in
this respect. With 21l their love of indexing and resecrching, fans don't seem to
have kept even the sketchiest records on publishing cctivity. 4££{VWho started this
"publishing house name™ business in the first ploce, and wvhen?} I don't have the
lecst idea of my own output, clthough it wouldn't be too hard to calculate, once I
deternined the point at which I switched my FAPA activity from 12 to 24 pages per
quarter,

THE  MAIL CAaMme,
wlTH INZTEN]




I'm not so sure that there is any need to resurroct
o non-metallic needle to play those old recordings. Cor -
tus needles. were used by o few fanaties back in the 1940°s o
in the belief thot they reduced record wecr. They had to be sharpencd ,
after almost every four-minute pley and sometimes therc was. mudible detericration in
the quality of gou i halfwey through a 78 rpm side as the point got blunt, and even
if they prevented wear of the surface, they definitely did not reproduce cll the
misic in the grooves so the result to the ecr was the some as if o needle hed worn
owey some of the rmsic on the first playing. Bubt most record collectors used steel
necdles on £ll their records before the 1lp era (ond dizmond-point necdles were quite
popular back in the very old doys of acoustical recordings), I've recently plcyed
several types of cmateur records from World War II deys with my sepphire-point cort-
ridge for 78 rpm records without doing any perceptible harm., £Well, I don't know
the first thir - about records, but I'1l point this.out to Al & FRon,>}

It's 0dd to see this latest Alliance nmoteur with its referendum of disbonding
for lock of interest, vhen your roster is cpproximately as active os that of FAPA,
on o per copita basis. You will also have 2 paradox if the referendur: should succeed:
the orgonizotion in which people weren't interested was the only apa group in fannish
history with enough initiative ond strength to destroy itself., There is also o strong
possibility theat by wiping out H'APA, the voters in this referendum would also an-
nihilate from the face of the earth the MFIF., As I reccdll the constitution {£{Better
than do some N'APA members, opparently)d, it contains an unbreckable connecticn be-
tween the genercl orgonization and its opa, and if the opa should commit suicide, this
would outomatically meon that it had functioned in this woy beccuse the UITFF vas no
nore, inasmuch os the IFFF is supposed to have complete control over N'APA., Uell, it
looks as if I'11 moke it to the DisCon, so I'1l be able to deternine how tae refercn-
dum comes out by asking someone if there's o hospitclity room this yeeor,

®scesssese sessecevre seapesvesse sece0cssen sesesvores seornsenc enee. wew Soorenarta ssrnsneren

30 Thompgon Road

terry jeeves P e

15 Jy 63
Dear Fred,

Hany large sized ta's for Foo 8 which arrived tlother doy —— ond zlso for the
packet of stomps which accompanicd it -- I cluays apprecicte such items, as even the
duplicates con be passed to the children ot school,

That film script intrigued me. It could be lightened o shade, but it has great
possibilities, and I feel terpted to try it myself —- ony copyright involved there?
Lo copyright that I know of. That script seems to have stirred up 211 sorts of
- intercst., Ted Johnstone and Owen Hannifen core meking noises zbout irying it them-
selves, thougn I'll believe it when I see it. I'll pass your note on to Bloke iloxam,
and you and he can settle details., If you do film it, I hope there!ll be a print
sent here to LA fandom, Or could you have it ready by LONDON IN '65 time?-) I saw
liesquite Kid when it was over here, but i% suffered from t o defects —— its length
without sustaining action, ond worse, o sound track over cmplified and mangled by
the gear being mis~used by the operator, £{It's reclly too bad thet the sound 1 o
so thoroughly garbled, becuusc it wes the In-group fonnich dialogue that was countved
on to carry the picture. "I don't drink with no sercon pro-lovers." "Faster than a
<03 pun. ' "IF11l go to England and weer turtlenecked swesters," Etc.d)

I like thet Eddie cover -- gimple, but professional -~ helg g
“lsq good non, LLT agrec. Too bod Lio's too far awey to get into the U.S.
. 1oF prozincs., He could rgnk vith Insh on interiors, I think,}3
(9961 Anywey, I'm looking forward to seeing you (and Foo?) in OIPA very
goon, znd if Foo is enything to go by —— you'!ll have a good zine,
&Thanks, TOOF stoys in N'APA, but I'1l try to match it.))
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THE ALLIANCE AMATEUR = (Officicldom) I, for one, like covers on
the officicl publication,

GIIBLE #3 — (Pelz & Johnstone) If you had to put an issue if this

through N'APA, I wish you'd made it
one of the other two GIIBLEs, They've both got more action than this
one does, Also, while I know what's going on, having read & & 2,
there's o lot of people who're probobly wondering what it's all about.
How sbout going back and reprinting GIMBLE /4 & 2?2 Or better yet,
finish GIIBLE #% oand get on with the action, ## Even if this ig com=
paritively cctionless, though, it's. excellently hondled, I don't
think I've ever seen seen better-written dialogue in fan fiction,
It's been tuwo years now, though., I hope you are going to go on with
it soon, Ted?

THE COVENTRANTAN GAZEITE /4 — (Pelz) This, on the other hand, is

just plein boring, Back wvhen
Coventry wos supposed to be a series of connected fiction wrltten by
different fans, I suppose you nceded some rules, but this seems cverly
complicated, even so. Again, it may be 21l right to someone who knows:
vhat Coventry is all cbout, but if you just throw it into a mailing
like this, it's going to be lost on most people,

GOCF /4 —~~ (Girard) I don't core rmch for hecto, but I think this

bocks up my statement that Dizn would be an
asset to N'APA, Especially since I understend thet she's gotten rid
of her hecto jelly now. How 'bout it, Bian? 7% One thing for sure:
this sure refutes what Harry Warner was saying (see lettercol) about
o hectoed zine being just as satisfactory as a printed one.

GRIZINE #4:36 =~ (Carr) But... but... Your reasons vhy The Wind
in the Willows will never be popular in
Mmerica do sound convincing, but I'™m afraid they just aren't so!l
This book has been considered a classic ever since it first appeared
50 yeors or so ago. It's on every children's reading list aleng with
Tom Savyer and Little Women, and I'm sure zl1l the children's -cons in
21l American public librories have at least one copy., I've had it
recomnended to me by my teachers from elementary school through high
school, The Anthology of Children'sg Literzcture, z history of the
field vhich has been in print since 1935 (and is in its 3rd edition),
ond has long been used as a text in Education courses for teachers,
has an excerpt from The Wind in the Willows. (It also has excerpis:
from Alice's Adventures in UHonderland and The Hobbit.) The Wind in
the Willows is one of the few children's books popular encugh to go
into « quality paperback reprint, Walt Disney made it part of o Al
length cortoon movie: "Ichabod and lMr, Toad". (And there's a "fr,
Toad's Ride® at Disneyland.) There are Wind in the Willows coloring
books, beacd omr the Shepard illustrations., So I'm afraid you're off
the track here, Gem, I believe there are moods cnd mecnings in it
that children will not understand,
and that adults will get more out
of reading it, but I don't think
thet the characters will offend
any recder of ony age. #f As I
understand it, the work in a junior colleys is easier thon that in o
regular college. I know thot quite a few students went to junior
colleges as a preparation to getting irntc UCLA, inscead of going
straight into UCLA from high school, A junior college is almost al-
ways limited to an undergrcduate program, while regular colleges
sonetimes have courses for graduate work, and universities almost
olunys do. i DEA was still drawing as of last September, when I




got some artwork from her. 4# But how could you receive a copy of CANTI-
%‘5 CLES FROU LABOWITZ 4 in the mailing when it didn't go out in the meiling?
it T got 2 kick out of Alma HilI's comments on Jack Harness' wit. low, if
- anybody asks us vhat's vrong with Fandom, we con tell them that Tock Harness
is poisoning it with his distilled essence of VOID,
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VARTIAN BY-WAYS ;4 ~~ (Debes) Ueclcome to N'APA, Vern., I think you're the first

monster fan we've ever had; I hope you lile it here.
## I haven't seen the movie of "The Doy of the Triffids, and after hearing Forry
Ackerman panning it, I won't bother. To heacr him tell it, it really ruins the book,
wvith the same green comet that couses the blindness camsing the triffids, and the
triffids chasing only the hero and his companions, instead of going after everybody.
At the Worldcon last year, they were giving out promotioncl packets of "Iriffid
Sceds®, with warnings of "Plant these seeds at your own risk", etc,, and telling
you to be sure to sce the movie. I never ovened ny packet, but I understand they
were just sunflower seeds painted green., 7 I don't think you quite got the point
of The Incomnlete Enchanter and The Castle of Iron. Shec doesn't go back in time,
he goes into an alternate universe., I'm glad you liked the books, though; I agrec
they're great., (Though I preferred The Costle of Iron, myself.) ;A Vhy do you give
2 book you're M"sick of" (Donovan's Brain) o higher rating than one you say is "very
good" (The Monster from Earth's End)? #Af I .on't got any of these monster fanzines,
as I'm not overly interested in monster fandom, I read FAICUS HOISTERS when Forry
leaves a copy around somewhere, but that's about it,

FENRIS i, — (Iulan) I faovor large aps memberships, myself., The more members, the

mere zines in a mailing, and the larger the mailings, I don't
nind having 2 large press run., As for as I'm concerned, the recl bother in putting
out a2 fanzine is keeping track of 2 mailing list, and writing addresses on cach copy.
You don't have this problem with an apazine (unless you're nestnailing); you just
vwrep up your run and ship 'em all off to the O-E, 4} Censidering the changes in the
SFG, SFPA and H'APA since this was written, I won't comment on your plan, except to
say I'd be glad to see the SFPA menbers in H'APA,

FONRIS ;5 ~— (IIulca) Since this came out, integration demonstrations have spread

to Southern Czliforniz, though not nearly on as large z scole,
thank goodness. The main complainis: of the Negroes seem to be de facto school and
heusing segregation, and the almost total lack of Negroes in the entertainment media
(Negroes hardly eve: get movie or tv roles, not even in crowd scenes). Tortunately,
it doesn't look as though matters will ever get as heated here as they are in Mies,
itit It doesn't make much difference about reading the Tarzan books in order, cither.
It helps if you read the first five in sequence, to get such things as Torzan's mar-
riage to Jane, the birth of Korak, and the discovery of Opar i+ *%¢'r ~roper order,
but even thai's not reclly necessary. 5 Campbell moy have mede ASTCUNDING what it
wes in 1ts "Golden Age", but don't forget that he took over a damn fine magazine
from F. Orlin Tremaine, who pre-ceded him as editor., ANALOG has been improving
lately, thank goodness, but for z vhile it was worse than a lot of the issues that
Tremeine edited back in the mid-'30's.

PIED TYPE /%9 — (Armistead) What happened to #£4~637 4 Your sotire is the sort

' of thing that would go over *BiG* with Bob Lich*wan
or Biff Demmon or Andy Main, but 1 ‘on't care much for it atall. Same
for your avent garde poetry. Sorry., 4 Hah! Hannifen hacked out hi-

s

zine on-stencil at the last minute before the mailing went out, with FELZ Fa A
ne standing over him with a metephoric club to make sure he met the

minae racuirenents. So if he gives you any guff cbout how long he 4
worked at it to get such pearls of the language, don't you believe hin. ™

Or is thir another cne of your fumed witticisms? I must confess that I have
to nove 'ca explaine. te me sometimes. A Foop! You were kicked off of the
Cult w-1 because of what you didn't do, not for anything you did., Don't try t¢
put on false airs. i%f But do put cnother stople in your zines!
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ABOLTTIONIST ;4 — (Roberts) I would soy thot this is the worst zine in this mail-
ing, ot because of lack of iegibility; there are
more illegible zines in the mailing than this, But I consider most of your certoons
to be in decidedly poor taste, to put it mildly. Now, this is just my personcl
opinion; maybe others will think they're very witty and well done. DBut I don't
think so. To my mind, you're trying to use the shock value of the ™aboo" subject
of sex to put your cartoons (p. 3 & 6) ancross, because they lack any real humor,
You're not being funny; you're just being smutty. I don't know whether you're try-
ing to sound grown-up, or whet; but if you are, I suggest you try onother approach,
#F Your text is considerably more interesting, You seem to be going through the
process of vhaot is usuzlly known os "finding yourself®, I'm afraid I can't help
you; I was never able to "find" myself, But thon I nover locked as hord as you're
looking. I'm used to hoving some of my views right of center, and others left of
center; I'm not noisy cbout it, and I don't worry about it. i#F I know vhat you
meon cbout conformity in life, I grew up with my mother thinking I must've been
sick, or deliberately trying to punish mysclf, beccuse I wasn't interested in join-
ing a1l the other kids in the neighborhood in doing everything they did exccetly cos
they did it, Iy stoy in o college freternity was unsuccessful becouse I resisted
being high-pressured into becoming Mone of the guys". I didn't bother to take
part in the graduction ceremonies when I finished carning my laster's degrec at
UCLA this lloy; after geing through a formel ceremony ot my graduation from junior
high school, high school, ond undergraducte college, it didn't seem worth the tine
ond noney to rent o cap and gown and go through it o1l again, Did you cver read
The Age of the Taoil, by H. Allan Smith? It's. o humorous fontesy, but somevhere in
it, Smith points out that every time that scmeore comes up with o good novel idea
for a. cultural tradition (loosely opplied), it's ccpied until it almost becones
lost in its sec of initcotors. The Pulitizer Prize for Literature was o distin-
guished and noteworthy aword wher it wae. first formuleoted, but with how many dozens
of literary groups giving prizes these doys, it's scorcely cbove o M™re also hear
from..." level now. The liiss Americo becuty contest wes once = very fomous one,
but now we have 1fiss U.S.A., llrs. Americe, Miss (£fill in every stote and foreign:
nztion you can think of), lfiss Univerce, llics Cottoge Cheese of Pocatello Valley,
lligs Mtomotive llechinery, cte., ctc., cte., until it 21l becomes ridiculous,
Our few worthy national holidoys hove become engulfed in Children's Doy, Butcher's
Doy, Be Kind to Animols VWeek, llationcl Librery lleek, verious monufacturerts wecks,
etec. I'm not scying that these cre. 1l nccesscrily unworthy. lleny of these doys,
owerds, contests, formcl groductions, cte., arce very deserving of honoring, But
when they are 2ll trected similcorly, everything levels cut into o vast plain of
mediocrity, with no high spots or low pits:to distinguish one from the other, I'm
not cdvocating actually fighting conformity, but I do believe individuality should
be cultivated ond encourcged. You'll get scme rebellicn, some moodiness, and a
lot of questions this wcy, tut for 211 our sckes, it's worth it, 4 Whew! You
secn to have touched off o sermon that I didn't know wos in me, Phil, Uae thot
part of your purpose in writing this? I guess there nmoy be more vclue in your
zine than I realized ot first, Ditch your lousy cartoons, and I'1l be very inter-
ested in sceing how your future issues shepe out.

CURSED 72 — (Bailes & Xotz)  You mey have solved your mimeo pro-
blems, but what do you intend doing
cbout your ditto problems now? I don't think there's a page in
here that isn't tlurred, or too light in spots. Printing on enly
one side of the page is wasteful of paper, ond will cost you oxtre
in mailing your zine out., All this is 2 recl pity, becouse vhat's.
in here is for the most part very rmch worth recding, It isn't often
that a science fietion fanzine talks about scicence fiction these days. ;5 I dis-
cgree somewhot wvith Katz's praises of Jack Sharkey. He can write good humorous
fontasy, and I'd decrly love to see something else like It'g llegic, You Dope! But
when he tries to write a serious story; he usuclly folls down., His "Space Zoology!
soeries in GALAXY is good, but The Propgrammed People in AIIAZING recently wos o dis-
nal foilure, Everything sbout it was unbelievable, from the way the horo (vho hog
been blindly cccepting the status quo a1l his life) inmediately becomes converted
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to the rebel cause when he meets the girl, to the way his radioactive father explodes
_atomically at the end, killing the villain,. It's nice to see someone experimenting
with new types of writing, but I'm afraid Sharkey had better stick to whacky fantasy,
where the emphasis on gcience is not so great. /5 I'd hoped the ™yind-up dells" had
been about played out by now. ;% My favorite sf authors are Robert Heinlein (though
his popularity with me is going down these days), H. Beanm Piper, Fritz Leiber, Jack
Vance, and Poul Anderson. Asimov and Fred Browm and L. Sprague de Camp aren't writing
sf currently, unfortunately. If Karen Anderson ever starts writing her fantasies on

a regular basis, she could easily become one of ny top 5 favorites,

ikt Nice piece on FAITASTIC.

RACHE ;A1 ~— (Pelz) ‘Vonderful Bjc cover. I certainly hope mﬁ,

vou can get her to keep doing them,
JF In general, I prefer an m.c. issus of RACHE such as this
to the ones with just an APActivity chart. I suppose that A
the chart is more valuable in an archival sengse, but the mail- [‘P@:&go
ing comments. are more personal, I find your views on fannish ,
activities, Gilbert & Sullivan, Burrcughs, the IFTF & IT'APA,
etc,, much more interesting than your liste of who's in vhich apas.
With luck, we'll get both items from you. ;% In considering the membership number
problem, I locked for a way to give returning members a number that would show that
this was not their first time in II'APA, wut vwhich would not give the impression that
their membership had been continuous from when they'd first joined. Giving a new
number to returnees as Ellik did in FAPA doesn't necessarily show the prior member-
ship. 1y solution was to reissue the old number, but add a letter after it. I
think this is satisfactory to show that the membership is a new one. Besides, if I
Just copied Fllik's system, wouldn't I be Yepeing the big apasdl, which you obiect to
in your next paragraph?

THE ZED 7803 -- (Anderson) Since Karen may rot see this comment, and since I already
covered it in my SAPS m.c.'s, I'1l just sey here that I
liked it very rmch, Thanks for franking it in, Bruce.

NIZZAS %5 — (lleskys) llice cover by Amne. I'm lcoking forward to seeing rore of her
work. i/ Poul's piece is good, but hasn't it been reprinted
enough in fanzines by now? ;4 Since when did Dick Schultz's first name become "Bill"?
i%F I hope you're able tc stay out here on the West Coast. There seems to be a fannish
trend of moving out here, and I'm sure you won't want to buck the tide. Besides, you
wouldn't be able to get down to LA fan activities nearly-as often, and yocu would be
missed. Try to stay out here, okay? A/ I think I'd have to claim two favorite years
as a reader cf science fiction, The first would be 1942, when I happened to pick up
a copy of Heinlein's Sixth Colwmn that my father had gotten from the library and left
lying around the house. (The orly sf he's ever gotten, by the way; if I hadn't seen
it dquring the two weeks he had it out, I might not've discovered sf for years...) I
don't suppose I read more sf, or better sf that year than I 4id in the following years,
but that was the year that led to all the others. TFrom the putlic library, I went to
the magazines (the nulps were just dying out) and the early paperbacks, but the transi-
tion was gradval. I couldn't tell you when I began spending more time on the magazines
than on the books, and I went from ASTOUNDING to F&SF to GALAXY and the others at
stages about a year apart. So for the one year thut was most influential, I would pick
the year I first discovered science fiction, 1949. i But 1960 was another favorite and
influential year, because I discovered fandom then., Through talking with others who
also enjoy sf, getting ingroup and inside info on the field, meeting the authors them-
selves, developing my tastes through fanzine publishing, etc., my enjoyment of science
fiction has increased tenfold., So I think I can legitimately claim to have two favo-
rite years as a reader of science fiction. 4* I agree with Felice's review of the
van Vogt book. I wish he'd stop writing his old short stories together into '"ovels",
and do something original. I notice that his short story in the Sept. IF is blurbed:
"A. L. van Vogt's 1lst new science-fiction story in 14 years." Apparently he hasn't
fooled Fred Pohl, either. ;4f I showed llike llinge your comment on his cover. He just
sniffed and replied, "ell, professionals have bought my work!" I'm afraid that llike
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talkes a rather materialistic view of his abilities. 4 Oh, I'm sure Jack really did
lose that patriotic banner. Otherw1 e he'd have had it made into a shirt if only to
bug everybbdy in LA Fandon. ¥ I apologize for using the last page of FIEKAS to be
grurpy cn, but I was in a pretty herried mood that day. Sorry.

IIATRZD {4 -~ (Plzak) lhy on Barth did you choose this title for your fanzine? Are

you mad at somebody? 5 A very well reproduced first issue,
considering it's hektoed. I hope you'll be able to go on to ditto or nineo soon,
though. JﬁgUlpl I never was very good at geometry, and your brain-twister is clear
over ny hcad I hope I'11 be able to figure out how to work it from your ansver next
igsue, 4 Practically every culture has gome event in its cultural mythology that
could be attributed to a "wisit" by aliens. The vhole thing sounds pretty shaky,
though. Pogsibly some of these vigits are geniune, but not necessarily of extra-
terrestrial origin. You recall that when the Spuniards first landed in liexico, they
wvere nistaken for the legendary founder of culture, uetzelcoatl, because of their
vhite complexions, It has been theorized that the original blond Tuetzalcoatl night
have been a marconed Viking sailor, vho settled there. True or not, this is rmuch
more likely than soreone coning down in a spaceship, bringing his culture with hin,
then denarting again., I can't disprcve this latter, but I choose to use Occan's
Razor on the matter. As to your ship's doctor that landed and cured diseases, since
the conceot of a divine healer is almost universal, this would mean either that your
doctor travelled around the whole world, heeling as he went, or that the different
prinitive cultures were visited by a lot of different ship's doctors at various tines.
Soth of thesec sound too far-fetched to me. And if any one interstellar source had
beenr able to couse thege siniler beliefs all over the world, I think they would have
left some nore tangible evidence of their stey than just these distorted runors,
Personally, I'd chall: up the beliefs to aboriginal wishful thinking in trying to ar-
rive at o comprehensible answer to the acticns of Hature; and the similarity of the
diferent beliefs to the fact that people are basically the same everywhere. if I
lik=2d your story. ‘hat kind of noral culture would such a life form ac you describe
have?

DUBIE ;110 -~ (Daker) Sometime, Id, I'd like to see en issue that you didn't dash

off at the last mimute. ;5 Yes, Latin is a spoken language
still, to a minor extent. But I wonder how closely its pronunciation comes to that
of Roman usage, desnite the boolz yocu cite., I confess I haven't looked at the book;
I'ny basing my wonderings on a statement by my high school Latin teacher that loman
Latin and modern spoken Church Latin are not at all sinilar.

HIPPICALORIC ;% -~ (Johnstone) 1 imagine the main recson Harness volunteered to do
this cover for you wag that he wvanted the papge credit
for it. Trenkly, I don't consider this worth a page's credit. ;4* Hey, row that you

are in Cinematography, how about including snippets of some of the footage you shoot
in your coming I'APAzines? It'd make a nice, different "extral,

IALF LIFZ — (Woolston) I don't think a quality ruling is really necessary. One or
two bad issues may get through this way, but it's highly

unlizely that anyone could stay in publishing fandom for any length of tine without

itproving to the point vhere he would meet any minirum quality standards, A legibility

rejuirement is alrecdy in existence. AF liaybe

soie of our newer nembers would be interested

in doing a colurn for SFParade, Or somecne who Fan -
vants credit to get into II'APA, but vho can't

miblish his own zine. Anybody linow of someonse
ko night £ill this category? grianvic] | fund/
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